                                            Appendix 3 (a)
 Issues Raised – South Shore Area Panel, 12th June 2013                                      

	
	Issue
	Outcome

	1.
	Weed spraying on Ivy Avenue – people saying it doesn’t look like it’s been done. Supervisor to go and check area


	It has been done. Neighbourhood Services are revisiting hotspots. Please advise of any particular hotspots.

	2.
	School Road garage - Trading Standards continuing to investigate. Any further update?
	Responded to at Area Forum - The Planning Enforcement team was investigating the situation and needed to be given time to do this properly. 



	3.
	Dog on School Road – been picked up and currently in kennels. Any update?
	The dog is no longer at this location. Therefore issue is resolved. 

	4.
	No visible speed / speed limit signs on Squires Gate Lane – can any go up on the lamp posts?
	Responded to at Area Forum - This would not be possible, due to the road having a 30 miles per hour limit. The Department for Transport did not allow 30 miles per hour signs to erected in built up areas, except where speed limits changed. This was to avoid confusing drivers. Built up areas plus street lighting were 30 miles per hour, unless otherwise signed. 

There had been some enforcement action by the Police in the area.

	5.
	Suggested Panel members could go and help the Road Safety Team and / or Police with police guns. Can Neighbourhoods arrange?
	No response from Panel members.

	6.
	Junction between St Annes Road and Watson Road – requested that Highways come to Forum to consult with members Also, to talk about Highways issues across Blackpool.
	Attended Area Forum.

	7.
	Junction at Squires Gate Lane and Lindale Gardens – there has been another serious incident involving a bus. Can Blackpool Transport be approached to look at direction of direction of traffic?
	Responded to at Area Forum - It was Blackpool Transport's decision where to route buses and the Council could not instruct them as to routes (unless roads were restricted by traffic orders). However, the route of the number 5 bus was to be reversed from August, to travel in the direction from the Halfway House to Lindale Gardens.


	8.
	Bus stop opposite Half Way House – issue with buses not being able to pull in properly, therefore causing traffic problems and safety issues for people who have to go onto the road to get the bus. Can the route of no. 5 bus be reversed? This wouldn’t penalise regular users and would leave layby free for no.7 to pull in. Also, can the bus stop be moved up, so buses have more room to pull in?
	Responded to at Area Forum - Routing responded to as above. The Council was looking at the lay out of the bus stop. It was anticipated that the change to the direction of the number 5 route might have a positive impact on the issue.

	9.
	Give way sign on Balham Ave – completely obliterated by tree so cannot see on approach to junction. Safety issue?
	Responded to at Area Forum - The Council would look at the Give Way sign and if it was obscured, the tree would be pruned. If the tree was in the highway, it would be done by the Council. If it was on private land, the owner would be given the opportunity to do it, but the Council could act and recharge if it was not done in a reasonable time. 

It was raised that the position of the sign had changed, which is what had caused the problem. Mr Edwards would report this to EON. 



	10.
	Guard rails at corner of junctions are being taken away (apparently due to Project 30). Concern that this may cause safety issues. Is it happening? If so, why?
	Responded to at Area Forum - Project 30 was not removing guardrails. As each traffic signal site was renewed by the Street Lighting and Traffic Signals Private Funding Initiative (PFI) contract, an assessment was carried out to see what guard railings were required for safety purposes. Only those identified as being required for clear safety reasons would be replaced. Previously, much guard railing had been used for other reasons (for example to stop vehicles driving across a footway to access a forecourt) and often these issues could be dealt with in other ways. Excessive use of guard railing could result in much clutter and in some cases could have an adverse effect on safety. There was no evidence that sites where guard railing had been removed following a careful assessment had any worse safety record, either in Blackpool or nationally.


	11.
	James Kelly in touch with Carole re planting of more trees along grass verges on Squires Gate Lane.
	Responded to at Area Forum - Trees could be planted onto Squires Gate Lane between the Halfway House and Sandgate, providing there were grass verges available. If verges were not available, the costs for constructing pits were too expensive.


	12.
	Cllr Evans to speak to Neighbourhoods re tree planting in ward.
	


